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FROM JUST 


£18 


PER TREATMENT 


“Based on 5 annual treatments 
with a lawn size 
up to 40m? 


HELP YOUR LAWN TO THRIVE, NOT JUST SURVIVE 


Over the last 35 years our love for lawns has continued to grow. We combine 
our passion and enthusiasm with innovative technology and dedicated customer 
service as we continue to revolutionise UK Lawn Care. Our ground-breaking 
12-month Lawn Treatment Programmes, keep your grass looking its best all 
year round, ensuring your lawn receives the love and attention it deserves. 


START YOUR LAWN CARE JOURNEY TODAY 


[ta] ©3] Get an instant free quote at greenthumb.co.uk/measure 


y —) Your local lawn expert will be in touch to analyse your lawn and 
¥ # discuss our innovative Lawn Treatment Programmes 


Jotu our uatiou of Lawn Lovers 


Email: banbury@greenthumb.co.uk 
Call: 01869 345333 
Visit: greenthumb.co.uk Green 


LAWN TREATMENT SERVICE 


WELCOME 


Thank you to everyone who entered our Junior Journalist competition. 
We announce the winners in this issue together with their written entries — 
they were all great to read. For our next competition it’s the turn of the 
adults (although actually, anyone can have a go!) - later in the magazine 
you will find details of a Perfect Pets Photo Competition. 

Once again, we have a variety of different articles for you to read, 
including a piece from Mark Stratton who tells us all about the Evesham 
Autograss Club who have raced at Dodwell Farm for over 40 years. Also at 
the end of April Welford played “host” to a section of the Shakespeare 
Marathon and Half Marathon when more than 2,000 pairs of feet came 
running through the village — we include a short write-up of the event with 
a special mention to Helen Anderson and Jan Grundy who ran to raise 
funds for two recently arrived Ukrainian families with their young children. 

In her regular District Councillor’s report, Manuela provides an update of what she has been working on 
and includes a useful summary of the new “123 plus” household waste collection system that will be 
introduced shortly. Meanwhile we hear from the Parish Council on the maintenance of the footpaths around 


the village. 

Finally, don’t forget to include two more dates for your diary. On 5th June there will be a picnic lunch on 
the Maypole Green to celebrate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. Then, on Friday 24th June, Welford School will 
be holding a Summer Fair on the school field — all villagers welcome! 


Richard 
Perfect Pets 
Deadline Publication D Ik b altnehord and 
Issue for articles & Distribution ENS eres MO NIUE h beuike $emel Ue Wii] 
constant part of village life. We suspect that there 
are also clever cats, beautiful budgerigars, 
#36 (Jul/Aug) 17-00;/6 Jul 23/24 Jul fabulous fish and probably interesting iguanas. 
Welford Matters would like you to send us a 
#37 (Sep/Oct) 17:00, 9 Sep 24/25 Sep photo of your pet along with a few words about 
why it is special, talented or fun to own. 
#38 (Nov/Dec) 17:00,11. Nov 26/27 Nov Please send to welfordmatters@gmail.com 


and we will publish as many as we can fit into the 
next issue and award a prize for the best entry! 


#39 (Jan/Feb) 17:00, 6 Jan 21/22 Jan 


WELFORD MATTERS Disclaimer 

Editor: Richard Ham Whilst the Publishers welcome material for publication in Welford Matters, they do not 
Treasurer: Norman Leece guarantee that any item submitted will be included or will appear in a particular issue, and the 
Advertising: Linda Sugden Editor reserves the right to edit or shorten items which are used. Publication is in good faith 
Layout and Design: Matthew Winston | and does not imply accuracy of the content or agreement with the views expressed. 
Distribution: Jan Turner Contributors’ names will be published with their respective articles unless specifically 


Website Co-ordinator: Colin Winston | requested otherwise 


Printed by ®solopress www.solopress.com 
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Making the 


adorable, affordable. 


Luxurious & Elegant 


Established in 1990 Finishing Touches has been providing clients in Warwickshire and the 
surrounding counties with the very best in soft fumishings for nearly 30 years. 
Our attention to detail, personal service and handpicked suppliers means no matter what 
your style or decorating taste we will be able to make you the cushions, curtains or 
upho’stery to give you a room that is your very own bespoke space. 


Preloved designer clothes, shoes, 
handbags & accessories. 
Buy & sell with us in our boutique. 


The Wardrobe Shop 


Dress agency of Warwickshire 


Production & Installation 


All soft furnishings are produced in our Warwickshire studio where we over see every aspect 
of production and ensure every item is finished to our own high standards. Our team then fit 
and install your items completing our full, bespoke service. 


Church Street, Welford on Avon, CV37 8ET. 


Call us on: 01789 750551 
email: info@thewardrobeshop.co.uk 
Visit our website 
www.thewardrobeshop.co.uk 


90 


COUNTERS CONSULTING LIMITED 
CHARTERED MANAGEMENT ACCOUNTANTS 


Counters 


Accounts Cloud Accounting 
Chartered 


Management 
Accountants Management Accounts Payroll, CIS, Auto Enrolment 


Taxation Bookkeeping & VAT 


Planning & Budgeting Business Start Up 
Making Tax Digital TAG Financial Planning 


Contact: accounts@countersconsulting.co.uk 


www.countersconsulting.co.uk 
01789 400595 


Turnpike Gate House, Alcester Heath, Alcester, Warks B49 5JG 


Counters — Professional Business Support 


One-stop shop for limited companies, partnerships and sole traders 


Local Motorsport event 


As a Welford resident for the majority of my life I felt it 
appropriate to introduce our Club officially to the village. I am 
a committee member of Evesham Autograss Club who have 
raced at Dodwell Farm for over 40 years. We pride ourselves 
in being Motorsports ‘best kept secret’ with around 4,000 
members throughout the country and are the ‘grass roots’ of 
Motorsport. We are a family sport with children being able to 
race at the age of 10, often a son/daughter, mum and dad race 
the same car in separate races. I grew up in the sport as both 
my parents raced successfully, winning many titles between 
them. Even my grandparents raced and at the time lived over 
the field at Drayton on the Alcester Road, I enjoyed hearing 
stories of how they used to drive over the fields with a box of 
tools and a petrol can on the bonnet, no need for trailers in 
their day! 

This year we are proudly presenting our annual event to 
run over the Queens Jubilee weekend with an extra day’s 
racing incorporating the British Junior Championships and 
donating to our chosen local charity Shakespeare Hospice. 

We are very mindful of protecting our relationship with the 
local community and therefore take the following precautions: 
¢ Limit race transporters/trailers from travelling through 
local villages. 

Set a curfew for music 

Do not allow fireworks 

Do regular sound checks and reduce commentary levels 
accordingly 
Keep track watered to reduce dust 
Employ a road sweeper if required 

Sign post the entrance well to highlight the turning traffic 


We would like to offer Welford residents a special entrance 
rate if you could just bring some proof of residency to the 
entrance gate and you will be very welcome to come in 2-for- 
1 and you can see for yourself what Autograss racing is all 
about. 

If in the meantime you would like any more details or a 
contact number then please call our Secretary, Callie Cooper 
on 0786693622. 

Matt Stratton 


Community 


Footpaths 


Weare very fortunate to live in such a beautiful village 
that offers so much to visitors and residents alike. One 
of the many attractions are the approximately 9 miles of 
public rights of way that exist in our Parish. These 
public rights of way are maintained by Warwickshire 
District Council and are either public footpaths — for 
walking, running and the use of mobility scooters or 
powered wheelchairs - or bridleways that can be used 
for all the above plus bicycles and horse-riding. There 
are also permissive footpaths that the landowners give 
us permission to use. Permissive footpaths are open and 
closed some times of the year, at the discretion of the 
landowner. Within our village we have all three. 

The longest footpath in our Parish is about 2.5 miles 
long and runs from the bottom of Mill Lane, along the 
River Avon, passing the picnic area on Cress Hill and 
then heading towards Barton and Bidford on Avon. This 
footpath is part of the Avon Valley Way which connects 
Stratford upon Avon with Bidford, via Weston on Avon 
and Welford. 

The Parish Council have NO obligatory 
responsibility to maintain these footpaths but recognise 
their considerable contribution to the attractiveness of 
living in our village. They have therefore sought to 
maintain and improve these footpaths for a number of 
years, with considerable success despite having 
budgetary constraints, as many of our villagers 
recognise. 

To ensure that in the future ALL of the 9 miles of 
paths are maintained and accessible for as much of the 
year as possible the Parish Council commissioned a 
report on the state of all our footpaths in January and 
February of this year. This was to enable a structured 
programme of footpath maintenance to be drawn up for 
future years. A copy of the report will be available on 
the Parish Council website in due course together with 
the proposed programme of maintenance. 

Finally a brief reminder of the rules that appertain to 
footpaths: 

Footpaths are strictly for walkers and should not be 
obstructed, nor should they be used by cyclists. 
Public bridleways are open to walkers, horse riders 
and pedal cyclists. 

It is the landowner’s responsibility to cut back hedges 
and other vegetation that overhang a public right of way. 
Please do not litter and please clean up after your dog 
using the bins provided. 

Thank you for your continued support. 

Welford Parish Council 
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WASTE MANAGEMENT 


Your Local Leading Supplier of Waste Management Solutions 


fre | 5 ®. J - | 
SP is ta B 


Aggregates Site Waste 
& Topsoil Reports 


Skip Hire Site Tipping 
Recycling over 90% of waste brought to our waste transfer station 


We provide a total waste management service for the 
reduction, reuse, recycling, recovery and disposal of waste. 


Owning and operating an extensive fleet of vehicles in ( a Apa. — 
addition to our modern waste transfer station. (= Ji | 
itl eos ( i 
* 1 re = er — oe, ae 
Call today to see how our services can be bs al eit 
custom made to benefit your business se =) rm 


he 
—_ 


.— 01386 841181 9 Buckle Street | Honeybourne 
BU DG T Evesham | Worcestershire 


WASTE MANAGEMENT 


( sales@budgetskips.com WR11 70E 


Community 
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Allotments News 


Tending an allotment plot is always interesting! You never 
really know what challenges you will face each month! In 
February, for example, we had to cope with the effects of 
storms Dudley and Eunice: trees being blown over, sheds 
being demolished, and debris strewn across all the plots. 
Then, April, instead of supplying the usual copious 
showers, was exceptionally dry, leaving the surface of the 
ground hard and impossible to dig. So, the greenhouse is 
doing well, waiting for some rain to enable us to plant out 
the seedlings (assuming dangers of frost are gone — another Y Ohionsiand. 
potential hazard!!). ame ee 

The good thing is that everything soon catches up and 
then we will no doubt be wondering how to deal with the 
glut of a particular crop! Gardeners love to moan — too 
hot/dry/wet and so on! 

The weeds are having a field day of course. If you had 
looked into the Allotments recently, you will have seen a 
field of golden — not daffodils, but dandelions, which have 
now produced a sea of seedheads (where permitted). Very 
‘rural’ but not so good for our plots! 

It’s all good fun though. Hard work, but so rewarding! I 
am still working my way through last year’s produce, 
having frozen a lot of it (of necessity). We are cropping the 
asparagus at the moment, and the broad beans and onions 
are looking good, having been planted last month. The 
strawberries are also looking very promising: they are 
covered with flowers at the moment, so here’s hoping! 

We do have some plots available of varying sizes: it is 
not too late to start this year, but you would probably have 
to buy seedlings from a shop at this point. Alternatively, our 
tenants are very generous with their extra seedlings! 

People ask me how much does it cost to rent a plot? 

That is difficult to answer — it varies so much. But just let’s 
say it will not break any bank: our rents are very reasonable. 
Even the very largest plot is around £60 pa with extra for 
water usage, so you can see it is a very cost-effective hobby 
(apart from the time and effort involved — but there are 
other benefits there too!) 

If you are interested in looking at our available plots, 
please get in touch with me on 01789 750971 or email: ‘ — 
peterhorrocks@doctors.net.uk = > ee 


Linda Horrocks Wealth ofStrawberry flowers = 
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Welford & Weston.on Avon Flowers For All Occasions 


= 
Z Mem ori al H a Il A personalised and friendly service from Yvonne Edkins, a local and dedicated florist 


4 Registered Charity No: 523032 
@ Traditional and hand tied bouquets # Gift Baskets 


Charges for using the Memorial Hall @ Funeral Tributes @ Wedding Flowers 
® Cut flowers and arrangements for home or business 
Community use: @ Festive wreaths and gifts 


Four hour session, (morning, afternoon, or evening) £30:00 
Feiss “geese catalan S1cp Free delivery within a five mile radius of Welford on Avon 
Alternatively - by prior arrangement only - Telephone: Yvonne on 01789 750929 
for sessions less than 4 hours: 
1 Hour = £15, 2 Hours = £20, 3 Hours = £25 


Commercial use: 


Four hour session, (morning, afternoon, or evening) £50:00 . 
Each Additional Hour £10:00 ( ; a O VA 


= ( wee |e Painting & Decorating Service 


please email No job too big or small 


Professional Service 


4 


welfordmemorialhall@gmail.com 


07821 792943 01789 750879 


le 


Comparing like-for-like, nobody beats Thomas Gilbey Interiors when it comes to sheer value-fo-money... the 
combination of quality products, highly competitive prices, and top flight customer service, plus the peace of mind 
you get with a 10-year guarantee. 

You might also like the fact that we offer the area's biggest choice - by far. Whatever you want, we've got it! 

Better choice... better value... and better service... plus we're Venetians | Rollers | Intu Blinds | ’ 

a Which? Trusted Trader as well! What more could you ask for! Senses Blinds | Wood Venetians | Roof Light Blinds 

Call us anytime, and we'll bring our mobile Blind and Curtain | Perfect fit Blinds | Made to Measure Curtains | Romans 
Studio right to your home or business - any day, evening or | Conservatory Blinds | Mirage/Vision Rollers | Shutters 
weekend. See the latest styles 

: with no obligation. Advice is free, 
p=. measuring is free, and 

¥- expert fitting 

is free* 

too! 
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As always Welford Brownies have been incredibly busy so 
far through 2022. We have been learning some life skills 
such as road safety, using a hammer and screwdriver, 
chopping veg for our tasty Chinese spring rolls and 
addressing an envelope correctly. 

For Mother’s Day we welcomed local artist Rhian John 
to help paint flower hearts in her distinctive and colourful 
style. The Brownies loved it and produced some wonderful | 
gifts for their mums, so thank you Rhian. 

We had great fun completing Girlguiding , 
Warwickshire’s Bears Bedtime Challenge culminating in a e ot ’ 
pyjama party complete with cuddly bears, hot chocolate 
with bear marshmallows, bear songs and games and of 
course a bedtime story. 

Four Brownies have also achieved their Brownie Gold 
Award! A massive well done to Lucy, Bethany, Cilla and 
Abbi. The Gold Award takes a lot of work and these girls 
have joined in enthusiastically with all our activities as well 
as completing interest badges at home. They have shown 
us their collections; told us about some of the history of 
Welford; spoken out about deforestation; and helped send 
out Christmas hampers of goodies to those in need. 

We are hugely proud of them all and celebrated with 
balloons, streamers and cakes. 

As we move into the summer we will be getting out and © 
about in this lovely village. 


Brownies is for girls aged 7-10 who want to build 
friendships, learn new skills, help the community, 
and above all have FUN! 


Welford Brownies meet on Thursday evenings 
from 6-7:30pm in Welford Memorial Hall 


The pack is currently full, with a long waiting list. 
If you have a daughter aged 4 or 5 whom you 
think may be interested in the future, please 
register them by visiting girlguiding.org.uk 
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Gardening 


Let’s look at the likely losers first, 
then alternatives. Almost certainly 
the magnolia grandiflora cultivars will 
have suffered from the frosts which 
follow lovely sunny days, their huge 
flowers hanging like crumpled brown 
paper bags. The reason for this is that 
these varieties open their flowers in one 
glorious flush, with nothing to follow. 
Much better alternatives are any of the 
star magnolias such as Magnolia 
stellata, liliiflora nigra, or one of the 
more compact “girl” series like Susan, 
Betty or Jane. Amelanchier lamarckii 
is another smallish tree, with small 
white flowers that withstand frost. The 
“handkerchief tree”, Davidia 
involucrata, is flowering well now, but 
as the foliage is already sprouting it is 
not as spectacular as usual. 

Camellias, too, will suffer frost 
damage unless they are in an extremely 
sheltered corner, or perhaps in the lee 
of a sheltering tree. A west wall 
situation gives camellias the best 
chance of avoiding frost damage. 

Dwarf daphnes, however, seem to 
shrug off cold nights with no problem, 
and tree peonies have been a glorious 
sight; (I understand that peonies need a 
cold period to initiate their buds, and as 
they come from China, Japan, Tibet 
and similar ultra-cold areas that would 
make sense.) Weigelias are hardy, as 
are most hebes, deutzia, choisya, 
cytisus praecox and ceanothus. 

Sy Abutilon megapotamicum flowers all 
4 Kae 
mse 
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WINNERS AND 
LOSERS 


year round with us, and most of the 
azaleas and rhododendrons seem fairly 
immune, with splendid displays of 
flower. Our rosa banksiae lutea 
flowers have not succumbed to frost (it 
is on a south-facing wall and partly 
sheltered from the east by the 
conservatory) — and if any of you wish 
to try your luck with cuttings please let 
me know; I shall get our garden help to 
cut it back to the main framework once 
the flowers are finished, so hardwood 
cuttings could be taken later this 
month, or softwood cuttings from the 
new growth which will appear by July. 
The dwarf lilac Syringa Palibin is 
hardy, and ideal for any garden (most 
lilacs grow much too aggressively 
unless you have acres to fill). The 
lovely Loropetalum ‘Fire Dance’ is in 
flower, too, and does not appear to 
have suffered frost damage. 

Tulips were not affected, their 
homelands being very hot and dry by 
day and bitterly cold at night with no 
“snow cover”, pulsatillas have flowered 
superbly as have dianthus, dicentras 
and rhizomatous irises. 

It’s just those pesky weeds that so 
quickly run to seed if they are not 
winkled out. 

Finally I would like to thank all the 
passers-by who left me donations for 
Ukraine. These totaled £51.30 which 
has been sent to DEF (the Disasters 
Emergency Fund). 

Glenis Dyer 
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You are invited to my Open Studio Event 2022 


From Saturday 18th June to Sunday 3rd July 10am-5pm (Closed Friday Ist July) 


 Z 


Avon CV37 8EF 


| will have my latest originals, prints, - 
cushions and other goodies on display for 
you to browse. 


My energetic and vibrant paintings are 
packed with colour, and hang on walls 
around the world... and people tell me they 
make them smile! 


This is my biggest and favourite event of the 
year - and my first open studio in Welford! | 
love to meet so many visitors from near and 
far. | also paint commissions of 

any size, so come along for some inspiration. 


Come and say hello, kettle’s on! 


Pin don 


PAINTINGS 


T: 07827 966811 

E: Rhian@RhianJohn.com 
www.RhianJohn.com 
Darcy House, 

High Street 

Welford on Avon 

CV37 8EF 


Ej Rhian John Paintings Huge Selection of blank greetings cards © 


Traffic in Welford 


Below is an abridged copy of a letter that Michael Brockington 
of Welford has sent to Warwickshire County Council (and 
copied to parish, district and county councillors) on the subject 
of speeding and traffic calming in Welford. Michael forwarded 
a copy of his letter to Welford Matters to share with the village. 
As always, this magazine would like to know what people’s 
views are so please send in any comments on the subject of 
traffic through the village to welfordmatters@gmail.com 


To: David Ayton-Hill, Assistant Director for Communities, 
Warwickshire County Council 


Dear David, 

It is some months since our last correspondence, in the 
meantime traffic through Welford-on-Avon has increased to 
over pre-covid levels, while speeding has also increased, in 
spite of new gateways being constructed, both in Long 
Marston and Barton Roads. Living in Long Marston Road, I 
am particularly concerned about the dangerous pavement, 
which serves residents on both sides of the road, and five 
cul-de-sacs, there being no pavement on the east side. It is 
used as a major route for schoolchildren to Welford-on- 
Avon school and for older children to reach the bus stop, at 
the Maypole, for schools in Stratford. It is also used by 
residents to reach both the bus stop and the village shop. 

The pavement is only just over one metre wide and in 
one section less than a metre and can be dangerous 
particularly due to the volume and speed of the traffic. 

With the speed of vehicles entering the village down 
Welford Hill, with its 50 mph limit, many drivers do not 
slow down once in the 30 mph limit. I have a speedometer 
(no camera) and from time to time, I check traffic speeds 
and there are a high number of vehicles travelling at over 40 
mph and even 50 mph. In one case, recently, I clocked a 
white van travelling at 61 mph. Earlier this week I even 
clocked a motorcyclist at 70 m.p.h., the highest speed I have 
ever recorded, although I have been told that in the early 
hours and in the peak most drivers completely ignore the 
speed limit. My speed checks have been in the off peak. 

Last year I offered to pay for a Binton village type 
flashing vehicle activated speeding sign (although not for its 
subsequent maintenance), provided it was installed in Long 
Marston Road, checking traffic coming down from Welford 
Hill. That offer was rejected at the time with a promise by 
WaCC that their policy on vehicle activated speeding signs 
was being reviewed. I have heard nothing since but my 
offer still stands. A vehicle activated sign has been installed 
in Long Marston village, but this is not a type I would 
recommend for Welford-on-Avon, as it does not show 
actual vehicle speeds, as with the Binton type. 


Community 


Long Marston Road is not the only road, in Welford, 
with a narrow pavement, there is also the pavement past the 
Bell Inn and Garage. Then Barton Road also suffers from 
vehicle speeding, with traffic coming down Cress Hill and 
not slowing down on entering the village. 

Another problem is the pavement painted with a white 
line on the River Avon bridge, which most drivers seem to 
ignore, surely quite dangerous. 

As regards traffic calming, I still consider there should be 
a 40 mph speed limit between the Welford-on-Avon Golf 
Course and the start of the 30 mph limit down Welford Hill. 
Perhaps even a 20 mph. limit in the village, as now being 
introduced in many villages and residential areas 
countrywide. It is a point, of course, that there is a need for 
vehicles to slow down to reduce fuel consumption, in the 
present energy crisis, not forgetting climate change. 

Welford has a Dark Skies Policy and the only traffic 
calming so far introduced has been the two uncontrolled 
pedestrian crossings by the Maypole and by the Bell Inn, 
with buff coloured tarmac, which lack signage. Motorists do 
not seem to understand these crossings. I am sure they 
would be understood more if the traditional white rectangles 
were used, with zig zag markings. 

I have lived in Welford-on-Avon for 49 years and the 
peace and tranquillity of the village is being ruined by 
traffic, which can only get worse. 

Michael Brockington 
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MEON VALE 


"LEISURE CENTRE | iii 


WALKING 
FOOTBALL 


For adults 50+ years old 
Tuesday 10:00am - 11:00am 
£3 per person 


A slow-paced version of our beautiful game suitable for men and women. 


It is designed to help people have an active lifestyle regardless of their age 
and ability, as well as getting people back to playing football. 


It is a great way to keep fit, have fun and socialise. 


Email reception@meonvaleleisure.co.uk or call 01789 721 887 
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Service & Repairs (all makes) 
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Petrol Sales 0°, | Welford Tail Waggers 
07971123362 


welfordtailwaggers@gmail.com 


Dog Walking and Sitting Services 
Logs, Coal, Calor Gas Welford on Avon and Surrounding Areas 


- DBS Checked 
- Pet First Aid Trained 
E Insured 
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Aspire Beauty 


We all deserve to be pampered and in this busy 

world, what better way to relax and unwind 
than a visit to Aspire Beaut Hair Salon situated 
in the village of Welford on Avon 


a wide selection of affordable 


Aspire Beauty Hair offer 


top-to-toe treatments including body massage, facials and 
Waxing as well as specialised treatments in hair including 


colouring cuts and styling. For those unable to attend the salon 


we can also offer a mobile hairdressing service in your own home 


a Aspire Beauty Hair sell 


r treatments or products 


gift vouchers to be exchan; 


-young or old what better gift than being pampered! 


in tranquil surroundings 


Hair will leave you looking 


Parish Council Update 


Support for Ukrainian hosts and their guests 


A topic on everyone's mind recently is 
surely the war in Ukraine. Two of our 
Parish Councillors, Debbie Jones and 
Martyn Stanley, have offered to lead 
up the Parish Council's efforts to 
support those escaping the conflict and 
who have been offered refuge in our 
community. 

Martyn Stanley writes, "We have 
all seen the devastating images of the 
suffering of the people of Ukraine that 
continues to cover our television 
screens on a daily basis and I thought I 
would really like to help. If that applies 
to you and you live in and around the 
Welford on Avon area then there is a 
new private Facebook group, fully 
supported by Welford on Avon Parish 
Council, that you may wish to join." 

The group's remit is to facilitate 
support and discussion for those 
hosting Ukrainian refugees in and 
around Welford on Avon. Although 
started by Parish Councillors in 
Welford on Avon, residents from 
Weston, Long Marston and other 
nearby villages are more than welcome 
to participate. 

Our intention is that this private 
group can bring together hosts within 
their immediate localities, enabling 
them to support one another as they 


discover how best to welcome their 
guests into their homes. 

The group is private and selective. 
This is deliberate. The Ukrainian 
refugees that we host may have had 
traumatic experiences and may be 
vulnerable. They have escaped an 
appalling situation and been shown 
kindness in the welcome extended to 
them by our friends and neighbours. 
They now have some hope of security 
and privacy. The Parish Council 
wishes to extend all the support that it 
can while respecting that privacy. 

So, if you are hosting refugees and 
you live in Welford, Weston, Long 
Marston or surrounding villages, this 
group is for you. It can be found at 
www.facebook.com/groups/ 
welford4ukrainians 

If you have no access to Facebook, 
but you host refugees and want to 
make contact, you can email 
ukraine@welford.org.uk. The email 


address is monitored by Debbie Jones, 


Martyn Stanley and Neal Appleton. 

One of us will be able to connect you 

to our growing community of hosts. 
Many thanks to Maria Sims for 

permission to use her picture! 

Neal Appleton 

Parish Councillor 


Community 
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Meon Singers 
Mickleton 
Opportunities for 
Basses, Baritones 
and Tenors 


We are keen to attract more men 
to balance recently increased alto 
and soprano members. Our 
website (below) will give you a 
good idea of us, what we do and 
how much we enjoy doing it. We 
are a friendly group of 30+ 
amateur singers and have 
opportunities for tenors, 
baritones and basses. There are 
no auditions and rehearsals are 
Thursday evenings 7-8.30pm, 
currently running until 7th July. 
You'll receive a very warm 
welcome and be able to see and 
sample a rehearsal or three 
without commitment. 

Contact our Secretary via our 
website for details and he’ll be 
very pleased to help. = 
www.meonsingers.co.uk 
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Shakespeare Marathon 
and Half Marathon 
April 24th 2022 


The Sunday calm of Welford was interrupted by the 
pounding of more than 2,000 pairs of feet at the end of 


April for this wonderful event which had been halted for the 


period of the pandemic. It was a blowy, sunny day and the 


runners were boosted by the cheers around the Maypole and 


throughout the village as well as the much-needed water. 
For most runners both races are a real test of effort and 
mental endurance. 

A great deal of money is raised by the Rotary Club for 


local Charities and many people use the opportunity to raise 


funds for causes which are particularly important to 
themselves. 

This year two very special people, Helen Anderson and 
Ian Grundy did just that, running the Half Marathon to 
support new families in our village. 


Helen\and lan looking relaxed atthe start 


Here is the excerpt from their Just Giving fundraising page: 
We’re raising £2,000 to raise funds for 2 recently 
arrived Ukraine families with young children. 

These families are just 2 of the many Ukrainians who’ve 
been forced to leave their homes, schools, jobs, basically 
everything they have to escape the war for somewhere safe. 
The children have been found places at the local school and 
we’re running to secure immediate funds for their day to 
day living whilst they try to re-establish themselves 
independently. 


The icp Metis supporters rea 


Community 


a Keep oN 


ochéerin Welford 


Ian and Helen have exceeded their target of £2,000. 
Huge Congratulations to them both. m= 


Running is for everyone! 


While some marathon runners are what is known as 
‘elite’ and a joy to behold as they fly gracefully past, 
most are people of very average ability and varied 
fitness who have just worked hard to prepare for what 
is a very demanding test of endurance. 

You will have seen some of us running around the 
village in all weathers, hopefully not crashing into you 
as you walk the dog or push the children along. We are 
all ages and have different aims. Some, just to get out 
and jog, some recovering fitness after illness, some 
preparing for races or triathlons, some enjoying a trot 
and chat with a friend. It is a life enhancing hobby and 
mostly free apart from a pair of trainers. The benefit to 
our mental health far outweighs the odd aching knee! 

If you are interested in joining in, stop any runner 
for a chat (we like a break to breathe!). Did you know 
that it is exactly a mile loop round starting from the 
Bell, along High St, then Barton Rd, Headland Rd and 
back up Church Street? Three loops and you are a real 
runner. In an evening you can jog along the river and 
watch the sunset. And the Greenway is the perfect flat 
track to build up the miles. You need to start carefully 
with a Couch to 5k training programme (free via 
Stratford Athletics Club) or you can be supported here 
in the village. 

Jan Turner 
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Community 


Junior Journalist 
Competition 


Thank you to everyone 
who entered our Junior 
Journalist competition 
announced in the last 
issue of Welford Matters. 
The small panel of 
judges were unanimous 
in choosing the following 
three articles as the winners, so congratulations go 
to Philippa Marriott, Ava Scott and Elsa Scott. Your 
prizes are on the way! 

Please keep writing to Welford Matters as we'd 
love to hear your opinions. We would like to hear 
what you plan to do during the summer holidays in 
Welford. We would like to know what you think 
about what is going on in the world. Perhaps you 
can tell us what your parents or grandparents were 
doing to celebrate the Coronation of Queen 
Elizabeth II. Star letters will receive a prize and a 
mention in the magazine. 

Over the page is a Jubilee Quiz. You may have 
to enlist the help of a grown up! 


Hello. My name is Philippa, a lot of people call 
me Pippa. | am 9 and | have lived in Welford for 
7 years now and it’s amazing. 

Every school morning | walk to school with my 
friends because the school is so nearby, the 
people who we walk past are so kind to us! The 
only negative thing about walking in Welford is 
that some paths are very bumpy which makes it 
hard for the people in wheel chairs and it’s 
dangerous! 

| also go to Brownies and it is very fun meeting 
new people and doing some incredible activities, 
and we are also working on badges. In about the 
middle of Welford there’s a maypole and every 
year the school dances around it and people 
come to watch. 

Welford has a river which is called the River 
Avon and it is lovely to see although it sometimes 
gets too high because of the rain. The rain 
sometimes can make big puddles and when 
people drive past on the way to school they 
splash us! 

Welford has also got three pubs which are 
called The Four Alls , The Bell Inn and The 
Shakespeare, they are all great! 

Finally when | walk around Welford there is a 
junction that is always very busy and when you 
cross that road there is a corner shop with a 
bunch of yummy snacks and drinks, it is quite a 
small shop but popular! 

Philippa Marriott, aged 9 
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Hi, my name is Ava. 

| am ten years old, and | love horses, that is 
why | am going to write about my favourite 
hobby, horse riding. 

| started riding when | was only four years old. 
The first pony | rode was called Danny he was a 
Shetland pony (small breed of horse) he wasn’t 
very strong and perfect for beginners like myself. 
| learnt to walk and trot (a horse’s jog) when | got 
to the age of five, | was introduced to Oscar, he 
was a crossbreed (two breeds combined) his 
coat was bay, and his muzzle was white. Oscar 
and | bonded at first sight! We did every lesson 
together and we grew very close. | even learnt 
how to canter on him until | became too old and 
had to move to a newer pony at the stables. My 
instructors couldn’t think of a name for him, so he 
was called Pony. After 6 years | moved to a new 
riding school and have learnt lots more including 
10-meter circles and 5-meter circles. This is 
where you use different parts of the arena. | have 
also learnt jumping seat, barrel racing and 
shoulder work. That leads me up to the present 
day. 

| hope you have enjoyed my story. 
Ava Scott, aged 10 


My name is Elsa, and | am eight years old. | live in 
Welford with my family. | have 3 sisters and my 
mum calls us her Little Women. | go to school in 
Welford and have lots of friends. At school | learn 
things about the stone age, volcanos, and 
earthquakes. I’m in year 3 and it is amazing! | have 
a fantastic teacher called Miss Field who teaches 
great things that are interesting about what has 
happened in the past. My favourite lesson has 
been about fossils and other creatures that died a 
long, long time ago. 

In Welford | like to ride my bicycle to the green 
way. | am also a member of the Welford Brownie 
group. | am in Foxes, and | really enjoy working 
towards my badges and helping the local 
community. We always pick up the litter and plant 
the plants at the maypole and keep them watered 
through the summer months. 

The best thing about living in Welford is being 
able to dance around the maypole with all my 
classmates and dressing up in pretty dresses. 

| don’t like how people in Welford drive so fast in 
the village when they are only supposed to go 30! | 
especially don’t like it as animals can get run over 
or hurt. 

| hope you've enjoyed reading about my 
fantastic life in Welford and remember to only go 
30! 

Elsa Scott, aged 8 


ay 


Jubilee Quiz 


. Name each of Queen Elizabeth II’s four 


children. (1 point for each correct 
answer). 


. During the Second World War, many people 


believed that Elizabeth and her 

sister Margaret should leave Britain so that 
they would be safe. Which country 

was considered? 


. During the war, the then Princess Elizabeth 


joined the ATS, which stands for 
Auxiliary Territorial Service. What did she do 
there? 


. Queen Elizabeth II is the longest-reigning 


monarch in British history. Which 
matriarchal royal had this title before her? 


. How many Prime Ministers has Queen 


Elizabeth Il overseen since coming to 
the throne in 1952? 


. In 2012, Queen Elizabeth || celebrated her 


diamond jubilee. What other major 
sporting event took place in London this year? 


. Who were Queen Elizabeth II’s parents? 
. What was the date of our Queen’s 


Coronation? 


Answers on page 15 


Community 


Scouts 


ist Welford on Avon 


I am sorry to say that we have had no success in recruiting 
new leaders and so we will be closing our Beaver Colony in 
December — we’ve chosen this date so that all of our 
existing Beavers can move up to Cubs either at the end of 
the Summer Term or the Autumn Term (depending on their 
age). 

And so for this term and next term we will be working on 
helping as many Beavers (and those Cubs who have 
recently moved up from Beavers) as possible complete the 6 
Beaver Challenge Awards and 4 Activity Badges and so 
earn their Bronze Chief Scout’s Awards. 

Although we are no longer accepting Beaver age 
youngsters, we do have spaces for Cub age youngsters — 
girls and boys who are aged 8 to 10, plus anyone who is 
approaching their 8th birthday. Please email me at 
welfordscoutgroup@yahoo.com if your child would like to 
come along and try Cubs. 


Before Easter our Cubs and Beavers had great fun taking 
part in pioneering activities led by Stuart, our Scout Leader. 
They started by learning how to tie various types of knots. 
Then the Cubs and Beavers worked in teams to construct a 
set of ropes which they used “rescue” our young leaders. 
(Thank you to our brave young leaders!) The Cubs and 
Beavers also made catapults out of lollipop sticks and 
elastic bands and were remarkably accurate at firing 
pompoms into buckets from a distance. 

First aid responders visited both the Cubs/Beavers and 
the Scouts and ran excellent sessions teaching our 
youngsters what to do in an emergency and how to do basic 
first aid. 

The Cubs and Beavers finished the term by sewing 
Easter cards. I must admit that it was much easier running 
this activity in person rather than via zoom (as we had to do 
last Easter)! 

Maria Smith 
welfordscoutgroup@yahoo.com 
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Community 


COFFEE SHOR.G& 
COMMUNITY SPACE 


Opening hours: 


Tuesday - Saturday 
10am - 4pm 
Located alongside Meon Vale Park & Skatepark 
CV37 BYE 
(Parking free) 


Instagram: @thepavilionatmeon Facebook: @thepavilioncoffeeshop 
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The Pavilion Coffee 
Shop - Meon Vale 


Open: Tuesday — Saturday, 10am — 4pm 


The Pavilion Coffee Shop (a former sports pavilion) is 
situated in Meon Vale next to the play park and boasts a 
panoramic view to the playing fields. We are a not-for- 
profit organisation, staffed by volunteers, supporting 
small local companies where possible; we use organic 
coffee, roasted locally just outside Quinton (Meon Hill) 
by Alison of Origin Eden, who roasts in small batches 
to guarantee consistent quality. The same with our 
homemade cakes. Our main supplier uses freshly laid 
eggs from her own ducks! Our next little project is to 
refit the kitchen so we can offer a more diverse menu. 
(It’s a very small kitchen ¥). 

We also operate The Community Foodshare from 
The Pavilion. This has been helping families and 
vulnerable people since the very first lockdown, 
operating as an ‘extra’ help to anyone that is struggling 
to feed themselves or their family. We are part of a 
scheme where our volunteers collect fresh produce 
from local large retailers working alongside 
Neighbourly and FareShare in their charitable food 
redistribution, which otherwise would go to waste. We 
then re-distribute to our families in the surrounding 
villages including Meon Vale, Broad Marston, Quinton, 
Welford and Long Marston. Please contact Steph 
Hillier on 07720975023 if you feel you require our help 
or would like to discuss any of the above. All 
conversations are confidential. 

As a community space our aim is to encourage local 
projects. Recently we executed the very successful 
‘Treat a Friend’ pilot project which saw our customers 
“pay forward’ packed lunches from the coffee shop at 
£3. This meant children who needed this support could 
then claim over the half term. Children could claim one 
packed lunch a day at no charge to them, no questions 
asked when they said “I’m a friend” to a member of the 
team. The team will be carrying this forward to all the 
school holidays. Any lunches not claimed will be rolled 
over to the next school break. 

On Wednesday mornings at 10.30am we have Janet 
Brown hosting Knit n Natter. Janet is well known in the 
community. She works tirelessly knitting and crafting 
specifically for the needs of the local children. Her 
current project is knitting bunting for The Queen’s 
Jubilee. Beginners are welcome. She’s a very patient 
lady! 


Community 


Thursday morning’s we host Parkinson’s UK, which 
starts with an hour exercise class in the leisure centre 
with a professional occupational therapist, and then a 
bite to eat and a chat in the coffee shop. A truly 
amazing and inspiring group. 

We support a local organisation, The Eco Workshop, 
who are a community of young adults with learning 
disabilities. They are the most enthusiastic and 
wonderful group of young adults who, supported by 
their key worker, can help in so many areas of the 
coffee shop. 

As always, there are many more projects in the 
pipeline, but the reality is that for us to support and 
move forward with these ideas, we need community 
support by popping in for a coffee and cake, treating the 
kids to a smoothie, or meeting with friends on a 
Saturday. If beforehand or after you are looking for a 
walk, there is the beautiful Meon Woods to ramble 
round, and with free parking, time is not an issue. 
Unfortunately dogs are not allowed inside, but we have 
a very large canopy area outside with tables and 
chairs.....and lots of dog treats! 

We are currently looking for volunteers. Our coffee 
shop has such a lovely and welcoming vibe, so if you 
have three hours to spare and want to support such a 
worthwhile local project, please call Steph (as above), 
or contact directly on our social media page, as below. 

Follow us on Facebook @thepavilioncoffeeshop, or 
our Instagram is @thepavilionatmeon. m 
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Durable - Shade Tolerant - 


Whether you require a brand new lawn, exté 
Established 1980. an existing lawn, covering an old flower bed or 
simply making arepair, our weed-free garden 
\ lawn turf is ideal tor your home garden. 


For all aspects of tree & hedge work This hard-wearing turf is good for busy 
areas, play areas and utility areas. Just 
lay it on prepared soil (use a fertilizer 
for best results). 


Each roll of turf covers 1square inetre. 


Local and reliable Family Business 
Free Quotations Our prices afe very competitive, the 


more you buy the cheaper per 


Tree condition reports square metre it will be. 
40 years experience 


The Turf would be delivered midweek 


FULLY INSU RED or weekends dependent on lifting, 


KG 
01789 751245 t:01789 751766 a. 


nhancing your Gardens 


Barton Road, Welford on Avon m:07957 873199 TURE 
e: enquiries@jkgardening.co.uk 


Aaron Middleton 


Pe actrics 
A. Electrical +44 (0) 7545 523 472 
hello@a-m-electrical.com 


The Parish Church of St Peter 


Who are you walking with? 


Iam a big fan of getting away to and exploring the hills 
and mountains, and in a normal year the late May bank 
holiday presents an opportunity for this. Usually, much 
of my extended family descend on a farmhouse for a 
walking holiday in the Brecon Beacons for the week. I 
think at last count, this year there will be about 45 of us, 
and this time it will be particularly special as we haven’t 
been able to gather for the last two years due to various 
COVID lockdowns and 
restriction. One of the 
lovely things about 
heading out into the hills 
together is being able to 
walk and talk. Walking, 
talking and listening 
always seem to work well 
together, and without a 
doubt, in my family, 
politics and life events 
are always forefront of 
the discussion. This year 
Iam sure “Partygate’, 
‘Beergate’ and the 
terrible atrocities in 
Ukraine, (which 
unfortunately I expect 
won’t have disappeared) 
will be being discussed 
and debated on the Welsh 
hills. 

Following Easter, the 
church’s bible readings 
focus in on people’s 
experiences of Jesus 
following his 
resurrection. One such experience happens on the 
Emmaus Road. Two of Jesus’ followers have left 
Jerusalem after seeing Jesus beaten, hung on the cross 
and then laid to rest in the tomb. They were most likely 
desperate to get home, so upset with the grief of having 
lost such a special friend; someone whom they thought 
would change their ‘world’. As they walk, they meet the 
risen Jesus, although they are kept from recognising him. 
Jesus offers to walk with them and as he does, they pour 
out their hearts to him; their hope, their loss, their misery 
at all that they had experienced in Jerusalem. And, as 
they walk and talk, Jesus helps them reflect on their 
experience, and also reflect and reinterpret the Hebrew 


scriptures (the church calls this the Old Testament) that 
showed that what they experienced fulfilled the writings 
they knew so well. Through the centuries, Israel had 
interpreted the scriptures to mean that the Messiah, 
would redeem them from suffering, but actually the story 
is of how God redeems all through suffering, the 
suffering of Jesus. As the two travellers near their 
destination, still not recognising him, they invited Jesus 
to stay with them, to eat 
and rest, and it was at the 
table, as Jesus gave 
thanks and ‘broke bread’ 
(which they would have 
last seen him do at the 
‘last supper’ meal before 
his betrayal and arrest) 
that they recognise him 
for who he is. So 
overjoyed with their 
encounter, they rush 
back to Jerusalem to tell 
the disciples and other 
followers of their walk 
with Jesus. 

At the beginning of 
June many of us will be 
marking Queen 
Elizabeth’s Platinum 
Jubilee with celebrations 
in our local communities. 
It is of course a truly 
remarkable reign, but 
one thing the Queen has 
been very open about 
over the years has been 
the importance of her Christian faith; her own personal 
walk with the risen Jesus. The truth is that the Emmaus 
Road story doesn’t finish where I left off for any of us, 
whether we are royalty or not! As we walk our journeys 
of life, Jesus also wants to walk with us; with you and 
with me too, through the good times and the challenges. 
We just have to ask Him. 

If you have any questions about the Christian faith or 
anything else, we are always happy to chat. 
Every blessing 
Jim 
Reverend Jim Edie, Assistant Curate of Quinton, 
Welford, Weston, Marston Sicca and Meon Vale 
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SOLICITORS 


Friendly legal advice to support you and your family 


Whether you're an individual requiring legal assistance or have a family matter, you can rely on our 
experienced team of specialist lawyers to point you in the right direction to get the best outcome. 


Supporting you and your family through life’s challenges. 


Children & Families Public Law e Criminal Litigation & Motoring Offences * Dispute Resolution 
Family: Divorce, Child Contact & Finances * Medical Negligence & Personal Injury 
Property: Conveyancing e Wills, Probate, Tax & Trusts 


fall A. ell oarti bak, fmiGrra 


Coventry Leamington Spa Nuneaton Southam Stratford-upon-Avon 


kind, helpful. excellent 


Call 01789 299115 or visit www.alsterskelley.com fw f Zin) 


Solhaws 


dW 


Enjoy your garden all year round with our beautiful 
bespoke awnings, glass verandas 
and glass rooms 


Create the ultimate 
luxurious outside living space ... 
rain or shine, day or night, with all CT 
elements covered ... ; 
SolHaus are authorised partners of German Manufacturer 
Weinor GmbH 


We design, configure and install highest quality products, 
engineered and tested with the latest in technology using top spec materials in the industry 


56 frame colours and 150 fabric patterns 


Get in touch with \ = altima ga 


SVE BTC 


us now forachat — ° PE 


and free no ETSI ar aaa 


obligation 
quotation : 


Telephone : 
07727721430 
or 01386 421334 


e-mail : sales@solhaus.co.uk website : www.solhaus.co.uk 


Avonvale Churches 


Long Marston, Meon Vale, Quinton, 
Welford and Weston 


As a group of churches, we share worship each week. 
Do come along to any church 
- you will be very welcome 


1st Sunday of the month 

¢ Long Marston Church Holy Communion at 9am 

¢ Welford Church Family Communion at 10.30am 

* Quinton Church ‘Altogether’ Family Service at 
10.30am (starts with refreshments) 


2nd Sunday of the month 
¢ Weston Church Holy Communion at 9am 
(Book of Common Prayer ‘said’ service) 
* Quinton Church Holy Communion at 10.30am 
¢ Welford Church ‘Open Doors’ at 10.30am 
(a contemporary service starting with refreshments) 
¢ Meon Vale Village Hall Family Worship at 4pm 
(with crafts and light tea) 


3rd Sunday of the month 

¢ Welford Church Holy Communion at 9am 

¢ Long Marston Church Family Breakfast Service at 
10.30am (starts with refreshments) 


4th Sunday of the month 

¢ Weston Church Holy Communion at 9am 
(Book of Common Prayer usually with hymns) 

* Quinton Church Holy Communion at 10.30am 

¢ Welford Church ‘4th@4’ Messy Church for all the 
family at 4pm (with crafts and light tea) 


5th Sunday of month 
¢ When there is a Sth Sunday we worship together in 
one of our churches 


4th Wednesday of the month 
¢ 10.30am Holy Communion (said) in Welford Church 


Further information from achurchnearyou.com 


Welford Methodist Church Services 
All at 1lam unless otherwise indicated 
May 
Sunday Ist Morning Service led by 
Miss. Lilian Fitton. 
Sunday 8th Morning Service led by 
Mr. Edward Royle 
Sunday 15th Holy Communion led by 
Rev. Ian Ballard 
Sunday 22nd No Service. Service at 10.30am 
at Stratford. 
Sunday 29th No service. Service at 10.30am 
at Stratford. 
Rural Mission Service at 4pm 
led by Mrs. Sheila Brown. 


Community 


Welford Wives 


April saw us hold our first AGM for 2 years. It was great to 
see members again and to start planning events again for the 
rest of the year. 

In May, we decided it was a time for celebration and we 
had booked Afternoon Tea at the Blenheim Nursery café. 
22 of us to cater for is no mean feat but the staff were 
brilliant. 

Wow what a spread was laid on for us, it was amazing, 
and we all had doggie boxes to take home as we couldn’t 
finish all the food. Mandy (the manager) is also a trained 
florist and created a beautiful floral arrangement which we 
raffled off at the end of the afternoon. 

This will become an Annual Event and I am told on good 
authority that the breakfasts and lunches are excellent as 
well. 

Our next talk will be in June on the subject of Hedgehogs 
and the general decline in numbers and what steps are being 
taken to help them. 

If you would like to join us for a social evening, we meet 
on the first Wednesday evening of every month in the 
Memorial Hall at 7.45pm. You will be most welcome. 

We look forward to seeing you there 
Sue Hook 751400 


Christine Cooper 750667 
welfordwives@gmail.com 
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Plan for tomorrow — cherish the today 


We know that family is the most important thing in your life. So it's good to know that, with the right advice, 
transferring wealth to loved ones can be extremely easy — as well as immensely rewarding. 


Whether it's helping youngsters onto the housing ladder, contributing to a grandchild’s education or a 
parent's care fees, we can help you share your wealth whilst you're still able to see the joy that it brings. 


Welford resident Richard Stilgoe offers a friendly and approachable service, backed by the strength and security of a 
FTSE 100 company, St. James's Place Wealth Management. Being local he’s well placed to help whenever needed. 


Please do get in touch for a chat. 


PARTNER PRACTICE OF 


RICHARD STILGOE pipprs ST. JAMES S PLACE 


Principal WEALTH MANAGEMENT 


STILGOE FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT 


® 
Partner Practice of St. James's Place Wealth Management 
07976 359779 S ] LPO ¢ 


richard.stilgoe@sjpp.co.uk 
www.stilgoefm.co.uk FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT 


Financial Conduct Authority) 


ts k/products 


5 pervice: 
id ‘Partner Practice 


ew people find life assurance, 

critical illness plans and income 

protection attractive. Unlike a 

mortgage, investment or pension, 
there's nothing aspirational about these 
household expenses, which help to 
safeguard you and your family financially 
against a serious illness or death. 


It's all too easy to bury your head in the 
sand, with the excuses of: ‘It'll never 
happen to me’; ‘We can't afford it’; ‘We 
have more pressing calls on our cash’; 
or ‘My employer will look after me if 
something awful happens’. 


There are two distinctive types of life 
assurance and both pay out lump sums 
on your death. Firstly, term insurance 


which provides cover over a. pre- 
determined period, or whole of life which 
continues until you die. When choosing, 
it's important to consider whom you're 
providing life assurance for, and why. How 
much is needed and for how long? Check 
also whether your employer provides a 
death in service benefit that reduces the 
need for extra cover. 


RICHARD STILGOE bipprs 
Principal 


STILGOE FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT 


If you're looking to provide security for 
your family in the event of your death 
with a term insurance contract, it may be 
worth considering ‘family income benefit’ 
as an alternative. This pays out a regular 
income until the end of a specified period, 
rather than a lump sum; and the cover is 
relatively inexpensive. 


Critical illness cover (CIC), meanwhile, 
pays out a lump sum if you contract 
any of a specified range of illnesses and 
conditions, ranging from heart complaints 
and cancers to rarer diseases. Typically, 
a policy will offer cover for 40 to 50 such 
conditions; but those specifically covered 
can vary considerably, making it hard to 
compare like with like. 


CIC can be sold as an extension to 
life assurance. Alternatively, it can be 
established as a standalone product. 
The correct option depends on personal 
circumstances. 


Income protection, which provides a 
specified level of regular income if you 
become unable to work due to sickness 
or disability, is the most expensive choice 
as its most likely to be called upon. 
It's also one of the most under-utilised 
options — typically because people 
believe themselves to be already covered 
by their employer in the case of prolonged 
ill health. This is, however, rarely the case. 


Partner Practice of St James's Place Wealth Management 


Tel: 07976 359779 
richard.stilgoe@sjpp.co.uk 
www.stilgoefm.co.uk 


ADVERTISING FEATURE 


Protecting 
those that 
matter 


Insurance to shield your loved ones 


from unforeseen events is an essential 


part of your financial planning 


When prioritising protection, individuals 
are more likely to need income protection 
than critical illness and more likely to 
need critical illness than life assurance. 
A survey by the Financial Conduct 
Authority in October 2017 revealed that 
just under one-third of the UK adult 
population has ‘low financial resilience to’ 
the risk of death, critical illness or long- 
term sickness. 


There are price compromises available. 
The cover becomes cheaper, for example, 
if you are prepared to extend the period 
of time before the replacement income 
kicks in. Short-term income protection 
contracts that pay out for between two 
and four years offer another relatively 
affordable solution. 


At St. James's Place we believe that our 
ability to tailor solutions to an individual's 
needs and attitude, coupled with access 
to our carefully selected protection panel, 
can help provide an important financial 
safety net for your family. 


PARTNER PRACTICE OF 


fab 


ST. JAMES’S PLACE 
WEALTH MANAGEMENT 


stilgoe 


FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT 


The Partner Practice is an Appointed Representative of and represents only St. James's Place Wealth Management plc (which ts authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority) 
for the purpose of advising solely on the group's wealth management products and services, more details of which are set out on the group's website www.sjp.co.uk/products. 
The ‘St. James's Place Partnership’ and the titles ‘Partner’ and ‘Partner Practice’ are marketing terms used to describe St. James's Place representatives 
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Laon Spee ae FOOT @ HEALTH 
> Charlotte Ward BY HELEN 
Physiotherapy Nail Trimming & Reduction 
: ae i Callus & Corn removal - Ingrowing Toenails 
Fungal Nail & Foot Treatment 


Verruca Treatment 
Diabetic Footcare & Advice 


Experienced physiotherapist providing foothealth byh elen @gm ail.com 
thorough assessment and treatment for a : 
wide variety of conditions including: 07842 269813 
Helen Bacon @ v=" ¥ 
+ Muscle and joint pain DipCFHP MPSPract aie 
+ Sports’ injuries 
* Whiplash 
* Neck pain 
* Low back pain and sciatica 
+ Headaches 
* Rehabilitation following surgery and fracture AVON ARCHIT EC TURE 
+ Arthritic problems such as osteoarthritis of hip/knee 
* Work related pain T: 01789 751 345 
M: 07972 203 422 
E: enquiries@avonarchitecture.co.uk 
tet: 07714583533 hcpc W: avonarchitecture.co.uk 


Email: Charlottephysio24@gmail.com registered ! 
Clinics in: Welford on Avon and 


Bannatyne Health Club & Spa Wildmoor 


A Welford-based business 


www.hcpc-uk.org 


Located just outside the famous Stratford upon Avon. 


The Barn spans over 3,000 sq ft of furniture, antiques 
and collectables. 


Barn Antiques Centre, Station Road, Long Marston, Warwickshire, CV37 8RP 
01789 721 399 - info@barnantique.co.uk - www.barnantique.co.uk 


Dear Residents 


Hope you are all 
enjoying the warmer 
months. 

I wanted to update 
you on what I have done 
the past year on your 
behalf at the District 
Council. I have worked 
to resolve problems and 
address issues, attended 
parish council meetings and reported back on district matters. 
I have kept in touch with residents through social media, 
emails, phone, and newsletter articles, including regular 
reports in the wonderful Welford Matters. 

I have represented the views of residents at council and in 
committees, including speaking at planning committees, as 
well as Cabinet meetings, and have scrutinised, and when 
necessary challenged, the council’s work and decisions, as 
well as new policies coming forward. I have proposed 
motions and written questions, and contributed to several 
national, local and council’s own consultations. I sit on the 
Climate Change Panel and the Audit and Standards 
Committee, I’ve also sat on the Electoral Boundary Review 
working group, the Self Built and Custom Housing Task and 
Finish group, the Meon Vale Support Partnership, and I am 
proud to have joined the Council’s own Respect Champions 
network. I’m, currently, Shadow Portfolio Holder for Culture, 
Tourism and Leisure and get regular briefings by the Head of 
these services. 


MOTION IN SUPPORT OF UKRAINIAN REFUGEES 
On the 25th April, the District Council unanimously backed 
my motion in support of Ukrainian refugees. The motion 
asked the Leader of the Council to write to the Home 
Secretary to ease the rigid entry requirements, do more to 


District Councillor's Report 


enable councils and charities to be part of an ambitious and 
safe resettlement scheme, and reiterate the readiness of this 
Council to welcome refugees. This will send a strong message 
to the government that more should be done and can be done. 

The two local authorities are coordinating the resettlement 
scheme. The District Council has published some information 
on the webpage which is updated regularly updated at 
https://www.stratford.gov.uk/people-communities/ 
resettlement-and-refugees.cfm 

The County Council has a dedicated webpage too, with lots 
of information for hosts/sponsors: https://www. 
warwickshire.gov.uk/ukraine 

The County Council also has an email for the scheme now, 
and you can contact them at ukraine@warwickshire.gov.uk 

The parish council is coordinating a support network in our 
village and surrounding areas. 

I want to thank the generosity of residents, who have in the 
last three months donated, fundraised, volunteered, and 
opened their homes and their hearts. Please do not hesitate to 
contact me if you need any help and support and/or would like 
to help and volunteer. I also look forward to meeting the new 
families in the village. 


HELP WITH ENERGY AND HEATING FOR RESIDENTS 
If you find yourself concerned about being able to heat your 
home contact the charity Act on Energy for advice. Tel. 0800 
988 2881 or email at advice@actonenergy.org.uk to find out 
how they can help. From April this year the government's 
sustainable warmth grant funded programmes will commence 
and some residents are likely to be eligible to apply. The usual 
eligibility threshold is gross household income under £30,000 
and an energy performance certificate rating D and below. 
Act on Energy is coordinating these grants. 

To read more: https://www.stratford.gov.uk/homes- 
properties/green-home-grants.cfm 


E-CARGO BIKES FREE TRIAL SCHEME 

A new scheme encourages businesses, organisations, 
community and voluntary groups to use electric cargo bikes 
instead of cars and vans for local deliveries. The scheme 
allows local businesses and organisations to have the bikes on 
trial for free for up to three-month. If you would like to 
register your interest for this exciting new opportunity, get in 
touch, email ecargobikes@stratford-dce.gov.uk or call 01789 
267575. 


UK100 LOCAL CLIMATE ENGAGEMENT 

The Council is looking for climate champions to take part in 
the UK100 Local Climate Engagement scheme. The scheme 
will help support communities to deliver local climate actions. 
Training will be part of the scheme which is open to parish 
councils and residents (but places are limited). If you would like 
to know more about this opportunity, please do contact me. > 
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SEAN FEENEY 
furniture 


Furniture Designer / Cabinet Maker 
Restorer of Fine Antiques 


Multi award-winning Master Craftsman 
Berry Hill Studio 
Weston-on-Avon 
Stratford-on-Avon 
Warwickshire CV37 8JX 


07821 330 362 
enquiries @seanfeeneyfurniture.co.uk 


www.seanfeeneyfurniture.co.uk 
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Many thanks again to everyone who has supported St. Peter’s 
Church's previous collections for Birmingham City Mission's 
Resource Centre. Our collections continue to fill their large van 
on every visit and they are extremely grateful. Your donations 
make a huge difference to people experiencing financial and 
other hardships. 

The BCM Resource Centre distributes essential goods such as 
food, clothing and furniture, to those in need. Clients may be 
living in a hostel or moving into their own accommodation, a 
parent struggling to feed a family or homeless and needing a 
change of clothes or food. Some of the clothing and furniture is 
sold at a low cost to those who can afford it. 

The scale of their operation and the need they satisfy is 
illustrated by these numbers. 

FOOD PARCELS: 

Families and individuals finding it hard to make ends meet 
receive food parcels from the Resource Centre. Each month over 
200 parcels are given out and every year over 1,000 people 
helped. 

FURNITURE: 

Each week approximately 5 furniture starter packs are delivered 
to people moving into their own accommodation. 

CLOTHING: 

Around 1,700 free changes of clothes are given each year. 


Our next BCM van collection is scheduled for Friday morning 8th 
April and St Peter’s Church Rooms will be open on the preceding 
Sunday 3rd April from 14:00 to 16:00 to receive any donations. 


Please speak to lan (Tel. 07714 797771) for further information. 


JESSICA STEVENS 
PHOTOGRAPHY 


Timeless and relaxed professional photography 


jessicastevensphotography.com 


Contact Jessica 


jessica@jessicastevensphotography.com 


01789 750494 / 07506 912906 


5 Headland Close, Welford on Avon, CV37 8EU 


Please donate 
as many 


tins & packets 


as you can 


Birmingham City Mission’s food bank at the 
Resource Centre provides over 150 food 
parcels each month for individuals and 
families in need. If you are able, please help 
by donating non-perishable food items and 
toiletries, for example: 

Coffee, tea & hot chocolate 

Milk (UHT or powdered) & sugar 

Tinned potatoes, vegetables & tomatoes 
Pasta, rice & noodles 

Spaghetti hoops 

Tinned meat & fish 

Tinned fruit, rice pudding & custard 
Cereals & biscuits 

Jam & marmalade 

Toothpaste, soap, shower gel & shampoo 
Toilet rolls & nappies 

Deodorant & sanitary products 


Birmingham City Mission Resource Centre 
The Clock Tower, 2 Langdon Street 
Birmingham B9 4BP 

Tel: 0121 766 6603 

Opening hours: 

Tuesday to Thursday from10am to 4pm 
birminghamcitymission.co.uk 

Reg Charity No. 1051023 


SELF-BUILD AND CUSTOM BUILD HOUSING 
REGISTER 

The report from the Self Built and Custom Housing policy 
Task and Finish group, which I was part of, has been 
written up and recommendations to improve the current 
policy, including changes to the self-build register, will now 
be sent to the Cabinet for consideration. 


“123PLUS” NEW WASTE COLLECTION 

This will start in August 2022. During April and May, 
residents will start receiving their external food waste bin 
and internal kitchen caddy. An information 

booklet and collection calendar will be posted through the 
door. The larger food waste bin is 

23 litres and has a lockable lid to deter pets and pests. The 
smaller bin (caddy) is 7 litres for householders to use in the 
kitchen, before transferring the contents into the outdoor bin 
for collection. For hints and tips on how to reduce food 
waste please visit www.lovefoodhatewaste.com 

Some households which meet specific criteria will be 
able to request additional refuse capacity. The council is 
advising to place items such as pet waste, nappies and 
absorbent hygiene products in a tied bag. Store bins out of 
direct heat to reduce smells. Bins can also be rinsed out 
with disinfectant after emptying. 

I continue to raise residents’ concerns regarding the 
waste collection (in particular the black bin collection), and 
have requested for a meeting with Cllr Shenton, the 
Portfolio Holder, to see how these can be addressed and 
how residents can be reassured. Disappointingly, at time of 
writing, he has not arranged any such meeting yet. 
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MERGER BETWEEN SDC AND WDC HAS BEEN 
CALLED OFF! 

The reason appears, it would seem, the Stratford District 
Conservatives lack confidence in the Warwick District 
Conservatives. Months of hard work from the officers of 
both councils have been wasted, and much uncertainty has 
been caused amongst staff — all at considerable expense. 
One of the chief motivations for adopting a joint council 
was to make significant cost savings, forced on councils by 
the Government. With the merger now abandoned, major 
questions need to be answered: 

Significant cost savings were hoped for - indeed this was 
the compelling case behind the merger — how will the 
Council budget be affected going forward? 

Will there have to be further cuts to essential services as a 
result of the merger being called off? 

How much have the consultations, the reports, and 
officers’ time cost the taxpayer? 

What about the budget? The budgets of both councils were 
based on an assumption of 2 percent inflation. Inflation is 
now much higher at a level of 7 percent — the highest for 30 
years. And it is predicted to hit around 10% later this year. 

Both councils will now have to take stock, rework their 
budgets and set a new direction. 

My council group wants better services for our residents. 
We also want to continue to focus on climate change and 
meeting cost of living pressures. We will scrutinise this 
sudden decision and ask robust questions on the 
extraordinary full council meeting of 11 May. 


LONG MARSTON GARDEN VILLAGE SUSTAINABLE 
TRANSPORT FEASIBILITY STUDY 

As some of you might know, a study has been commissioned 
by Warwickshire County Council, Stratford District Council 
and Homes England, to see whether the Garden Village can 
be made more sustainable in terms of transport. The 
stakeholder engagement workshops have now ended and I 
look forward to the recommendations of the study. 


WESTON ON AVON 

As the weather gets warmer, we have many visitors through 
our beautiful villages, and we get out and about enjoying 
our footpaths and bridleways. Residents in Weston tell me 
there have been some dog-related incidents recently, as 
front gardens are open and fenceless on the main lane 
through the village. I want to thank visitors and residents 
for keeping dogs and puppies under control when walking 
through Weston. 


WESTON HOUSE 

The developer has appealed against the council’s decision 
not to grant planning permission. I will submit my 
objections again to the HM Inspector. > 
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BEEVIRTUAL 
Executive Support | HR Support | Private Tenancy Support 


Never worked with a virtual assistant before? No problem. BeeVirtual is ready to clean up 


Take your life back and focus on what's important to you, I'll handle the daily tasks. 


Still not sure? BeeVirtual is ready when you are. Get in touch with me today and | would be 
more than happy to discuss your business’ unique needs. 


Rebecca Handforth — Director 
07850 590300 
Rebecca@beevirtual.online 


www, bee-virtual.co.uk 
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Bespoke Beautiful Worktops 


01386840868 
info@graniteplanet.co.uk 
www.graniteplanet.co.uk 


————— 


GRANITE PLANET 


a world beyond comparison 


your inbox, handle your scheduling, advise on travel, manage projects, and so much more. 


+7 RN 4 


WINDOW CLEANING 


20 Years Experience 
Free Estimates 
07974 268304 
RNwindowcleaning@yahoo.com 


FURNITURE RESTORATION 


Antique and Modern Furniture Restored 
By Craftsman Charles Barnett 


a French & Wax Polishing # Furniture Stripped 

a Desks Re Leathered  m Locks opened & keys cut 

a Brass Polishing a Insurance work a speciality 
Established 1975 

Phone Work 01789 266469 Mobile 07792 423343 


* En- Suite Bathrooms 

* Country Breakfast 

* Wi-Fi 
A lovely welcoming B&B located in the Beautiful 
riverside village of Weston on ‘Avon within easy reach of 
Stratford upon Avon and the Cotswolds. 


Bookings and Enquiries 
Telephone: 01789750688/07909227690 
€-mail: info@westonfarm.co.uk 


www.threewaysfarmhouse.co.uk 


PARKING CHAPEL STREET 

Residents have contacted me about parking on Chapel Street. 
I would like to remind you to park considerately on this 
narrow village road, so that everyone can have safe access. 
Thank you! 


QUEEN’S PLATINUM JUBILEE 


I’m looking forward to joining my neighbours on the 4th June 
and then attending the village picnic on the Maypole Green on 


the 5th June to celebrate the Queen’s Jubilee. Whatever plans 
you have, have a wonderful bank holiday! 


COUNCILLOR’S SURGERY, SAVE THE DATE! 
Finally, I will be holding my councillor’s surgery and coffee 
morning on Saturday 18th June, 10:30am-12:30pm at the 
Memorial Hall, High Street, Welford-on-Avon. 

There will be coffee, tea and cake, as well as a book sale. 
Do come to let know of any issue, pop in to say hello, and if 
you are new to the village, I would love to meet you. 

As usual, please don’t hesitate to contact me with any 
query, issue or concern you might have. 

Warmest best wishes, 

Manuela 

Cllr Manuela Perteghella 
manuela.perteghella@stratford-de.gov.uk 
07870488071 

Facebook @CllrManuelaPerteghellaWelford 


XS 


Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Picnic Lunch 


on the Maypole Green 


Sunday 5th June from 12:00 to 2:00 


Bring along your picnic lunch 


The Hall facilities will be open, and tables and chairs will 
be available on the Green for people to use - but with the 
promise of good weather, they might be in short supply, so 
feel free to bring along your own picnic blanket or chairs - 
especially if they are in patriotic colours ! 


ty a He BC 
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Bidford on Avon and District 
Gardening Society 


Details of our forthcoming Annual Show and 
meetings are: 

Saturday 4th June - our Annual Show which is open 
for public viewing between 2.00pm and 3.15pm. 

16th June - ‘Guy’s Cliffe Walled Gardens — its Fall 
and Rise’ by Sarah Ridgeway. Sarah is a Director of 
The Guy’s Cliffe Walled Garden Trust and tonight 
will recount the garden’s history, decline and 
resurrection. 

23rd June - Evening outing - White Cottage, Stock 
Green. 

21st July - Summer outing - Trench Hill, Painswick 
and Miserden Garden, Stroud. 

18th August - ‘A Garden for All Seasons’ by Diane 
Clement. By exploiting the different growing 
conditions Diana achieves a flower in her garden on 
every day of the year. Tonight, she will give us lots of 
practical ideas on how we can increase the flowering 
season in our own gardens. 

All meetings are held on the third Thursday of the 
month in The Crawford Memorial Hall, Bidford on 
Avon, 7.15pm for 7.30pm start. Visitors are always 
welcome at £3.50, including refreshments. For further 
details visit www.Bidfordgardens.com or email us at 
bidfordgardens@gmail.com m 


Memorial Hall Update 


Hall activities continue and the SMART thermostat is 
now operational meaning remote heating management 
is now possible. 

The SMART locking system is progressing which 
will automate the locking and unlocking of the hall for 
users simplifying the process. 

Repainting at the front of the hall is underway to tidy 
up the railings and woodwork. 

Bookings continue to be good, despite the cancellation 
of one Pilates class due to lack of attendees. 

The Hall will be open on Sunday Sth June to 
support all those coming along to have their Jubilee 
Picnic Lunch on the Maypole Green. Tables and 
chairs will be put out to facilitate your picnic and 
Jubilee celebrations, looking forward to sunny weather 
and a good turnout. 

The Hall is here to be used by all — so if you want 
to organise and set up a village event, just let us know 
when and we can make the Hall available for you. m= 
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Community 


Parent and Toddlers Stay and Play Group 


WELFORD 
WRIGGLERS 


Every Wednesday 9.15am - 11.15am 


Craft activities, Singing and 
Storytelling at Welford on Avon 
Primary School Hall 
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Down By The River submitted by Peter Hook 
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What's on in Welford 


Please check with societies or organisations if 


events are proceeding before venturing out 


Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Lunch 


12:00noon Sunday, 5th June - The Maypole Green 


Parish Council Meeting 
7:15pm Tuesday, 7th June - Memorial Hall 


Village Table-Top Sale 
10:00am Wednesday, 8th June - The School 


DROP-IN Coffee Morning 
10:00am Wednesday, 15th June - Memorial Hall 


Parish Council Planning Committee Meeting 
7.15pm Tuesday, 21st June - Chapel Rooms 


Parish Council Meeting 
7.15pm Tuesday, 5th July - Memorial Hall 


Parish Council Planning Committee Meeting 
7.15pm Tuesday, 19th July - Chapel Rooms 


DROP-IN Coffee Morning 
10:00am Wednesday, 20th July - Memorial Hall 


WELFEST RETURNS! 
Monday, 29th August - The Four Alls 


COME TO 
WELFORD ON AVON PRIMARY SCHOOL’S 


SUMMER FAIR 


3pm to 5.30pm, Friday 24*" June 
On the school field 


All villagers welcome! 
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GAMES - TOMBOLA - FOOD STALLS 
BAR - BBQ 
FUN FOR EVERYONE! 


All money raised goes towards enhancing the school playground 


Village Directory 


Parish Council 


Chairman, Welford Matters Liaison, Simon Carter 
Welford Sports Club Trustee 

Parish Council Clerk, ona Wibberley 
Responsible Finance Officer 

Vice Chair, Planning amie Hockaday 
Finance, Audit, Annual Accounts, artin Lake 
Finance Process, Contracts 

Rights of Way, Footpaths, Cress Hill, artyn Stanle 
vie © ia Ee agement q } 
Village Maintenance, Playground ‘acangy 
Equipment and Synder Meadow, 

School Liaiso 

Flood Action Group, Defibrillators, Debbie Jones 
Community Liaison (Annual Parish 

Assembly and Remembrance Day) 

Traffic and Speeding, Highways Matters, Neal Appleton 
PC Website i d Publi ! a 

0771 521 1340 (office hours only please)  welfordpc@yahoo.co.uk 


Community 
protments, Over 60s Club 
Linda Horro 01789 750580 (Jean Stone) 


Se eee Mea net.uk ; 
Scout & Guide Groues 
|lwood) 


Art eroue 01789 750650 (Cathy 
01789 750940 (jill Rose) 

Welford Wives 
History Societ 01789 751400 (Sue Hook) 
01789 750716 ad Plimmer) 


Police ae Support 
ficeng for Crisis onic 


329 (Jan Harris) Sa 
Bg 051 2360 


ay 


Oil Consortium ; 
01789 750480 (Mike Banning-Lover) Safer Neighbourhood Team 
welfordoilgroup@gmail.com alcestersouth.snt@warwickshire.pnn.police.uk 
Sports 

Golf Course 
salts : ors Club 01789 751007 
077 5 (James Kimpton) 
sitestineGolinteree com ele Football Club 

7713 070622 (Andy Newton) 

engine Club andrew.newton@adeptmanagement.com 
01789 750998 (Brian Quelch) 

Seniors Football Club 
Bowls Club ea He 545474 (Jack ea 
01789 750531 (Marjorie Woodhall) murf_jack@hotmail.co.u 
Cricket Club Vets Football - The Fat Dads 


07928 699202 (Will Gough) 07711 se Ne Kimpton) 
william.gough99@btinternet.com jameskimpo@btinternet.com 


Amenities 

Aspe Beauty & Hair Methodist Church 

01789 750002 Rev Audre Simpson 

aspirebeautyandhair.com 01789 267971 
evaes@googlemail.com 

The Bell 

01789 750353 St Peter's Church 

thebellwelford.co.uk Rev Ros Greenhaigh 
01789 751546 

The Four Alls 

01789 751329 The Shakespeare 

thefourallswelfordonavon.co.uk 01789 75155 

Ma pole Stores Welford Garage 

0 7 750266 01789 750200 


Memorial Hall ; 
welfordmemorialhall@gmail.com 


Please direct all advertising queries to: 
welfordadverts@gmail.com 


